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Fish provides high quality animal protein
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SIDS on the Global Stage
SIDS – FAO Member States

AIMS Caribbean Pacific

Cabo Verde Antigua and Barbuda Cook Islands (not UN member)

Comoros Bahamas Fiji

Guinea Bissau Barbados Kiribati

Maldives Belize Marshall Islands

Mauritius Cuba Nauru

Sao Tomé e Principe Dominica Niue (not UN member)

Seychelles Dominican Republic Palau

Singapore Grenada Papua New Guinea

Guyana Samoa

Haiti Solomon Islands

Jamaica Timor-Leste

Saint Kitts and Nevis Tonga

Saint Lucia Tuvalu

Saint Vincent and the Grenadines Vanuatu

Suriname

Trinidad and Tobago



Unique SIDS characteristics

 Narrow base of resources available, depriving them of cost advantages and 
economies of scale

 Small domestic markets and heavy reliance on external and remote markets

 High costs for energy, infrastructure, transportation, communication and services

 Low resilience and location make them heavily affected by natural disasters

 High volatility of economic growth

 Vulnerability to external shocks

 Limited opportunities for the private sector and a proportionately large reliance of 
their economies on their public sectors



2030 Agenda and SDG 14

Blue Growth and the  2030 Agenda

SDG  14: Conserve and sustainably 
use the oceans, seas and marine 
resources

Target  14.7: Economic benefits for 
SIDS and LDCs

 Also links to SDG 1 (No poverty),
SDG 2 (Zero hunger), and SDG 8 
(Decent work and economic growth)



Business as Usual Blue Growth Initiative (BGI)

FAO Blue Growth Initiative



Leverage Existing 
Instruments and Approaches

 Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries and related international plans of 
action

 Voluntary Guidelines for Securing Sustainable Small-Scale Fisheries

 Ecosystem Approaches to Fisheries and Aquaculture

 Agreement on Port State Measures to Prevent, Deter and Eliminate Illegal, 
Unreported and Unregulated (IUU) Fishing



FAO Blue Growth Initiative 

Create enabling conditions 

for transitioning to the
Blue Economy

Improve governance of 

aquatic ecosystems

 Conserve biodiversity
and habitats

 Empower all stakeholders 
along the fisheries and 
aquaculture value chain

Implementation (Theory of Change)Objectives:
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Global Blue 
Growth activities

 SIDS and coastal LDCs are 
transitioning towards the 
Blue Economy

 No single, one-size-fits-all 
approach

 Adaptable to country 
needs and priorities



Charter for the 
Promotion of 

Blue Growth in 
Cabo Verde

 Strengthening coastal communities

 Economic and social development

 Climate change research

 Conserve biodiversity and habitats

 Ecotourism and employment 
opportunities



Mindelo Blue Growth
Conference and 

Declaration

150  participants, 30 delegations

Ministers from Cabo  Verde, 
Grenada, Guinea, Guinea Bissau, 
Madagascar, São Tome ́ and 
Principe

Declaration of SIDS and LDCs on 

achieving SDG Target 14.7 –
presented at UN Ocean Conference



Global Action Programme on Food Security and 
Nutrition in Small Island Developing States (GAP)

Priority Action Areas under the GAP:

1. Promoting food security and healthy 
nutrition Economic and social development

2. Ensuring the sustainable management of 
natural resources 

3. Enhancing resilience to climate change and 
natural disasters 

4. Promoting trade and access to markets 

5. Improving partnerships and international 
cooperation 



SIDS and Global Agenda

SDGs
S.A.M.O.A 
Pathway



Challenges and Opportunities for SIDS

 Heavily reliant on international markets

 High per capita costs for provision
of services

 Vulnerability to environmental and 
economic shocks

 Climate adaptation costs are also 
among the highest in the world

 Insular nature means numerous known 
economic, social and environmental 
challenges and vulnerabilities



Blue Growth Partnerships for SIDS

 Large Oceans Nations Forum on
Blue Growth – Malta, October 2017

 Blue Innovations Institute – Grenada

 Blue Forum (bringing in private sector)

 FAO Blue Growth Network Secretariat
(multi-partner funded – initial Netherlands)

 Others (Blue Ports Vigo, CIRAD/IFREMER, 
GLISPA)



SIDS: Islands of  Opportunity
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Key Takeaways

 Blue Growth is a framework for achieving the 2030 Agenda and realizing 
the socioeconomic potential of fisheries and aquatic resources

 Many countries currently transitioning to the Blue Economy and adopting a 
Blue Growth approach adapted to their specific needs and priorities

 SIDS are important global players and need strong partnerships and 
collaboration with Large Ocean Nations to build efficiency and 
sustainability

 Blue Growth offers numerous opportunities for SIDS in developing their 
national economies and social benefits from ocean and coastal resources



Thank you for your attention.

Zachary.Foco@fao.org


